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1. The Conference on Cultural Freedom in Asia, held in Rangoon, Burma,
from 17-20 February 1955 was sponsored by The Congress for Cultural
Freedom and the Soclety for the Extension of Democratic Ideals
whose headquarters are in Paris. The Conference began, as all such
conferences usually do, with heated denunciations of the "Imperialist
Colonial Powers" who had "held our lands in slavery for so many years".
The Ceylonese delegates were the worst in this respect. The Indian
and Philippine delegates finally rose, however, and pointed out that
these "Imperislists” had done & lot for their countries.

2. Every Asian country east of Afghanistan, except Communist China, had
delegates at the conference. Papers were presented and the usual
discussions were held. The conference delegntes were definitely an
antl-Communist group.

[Available on file in the CIA Library is & photostat of the program of
the conference and a 1ist of delegates./
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